Unbridled Learning: College/Career Readiness for All
A Summary of Kentucky’s New TesƟng and Accountability System
In 2009, the Kentucky General
Assembly passed Senate Bill 1,
creaƟng more rigorous academic
standards and new tests for
Kentucky’s public schools. The
ulƟmate goal is to prepare all
students for life aŌer high school.
Beginning this year, schools
and districts will be held
accountable to a new system called
Unbridled Learning: College/Career
Readiness for All. It replaces the
Commonwealth Accountability
TesƟng System or CATS and moves
to a 100-point scale to determine
school and district performance.
Kentucky is the first state in the
naƟon to adopt and assess on the
new Common Core Standards, which
defines what students should know
by the end of each school year. The
federal government has also granted
permission for Kentucky to use the
new Unbridled Learning system
to meet the No Child LeŌ Behind
requirements. This spring, Kentucky
schools and districts will have a
single set of goals to meet, and
in the fall, we will have one set of
results to share with our parents and
community.

The Unbridled Learning
accountability system is made up
of state tests such as the Kentucky
Performance RaƟng for EducaƟonal
Progress or K-PREP, and end-ofcourse exams. These assessments
determine how well students
learned the academic content. Other
exams: EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT
show whether students are on track
to graduate college-ready.
PLAN and EXPLORE were
given to 8th and 10th graders
in September; the ACT was
administered to all juniors in March;

and K-PREP tests will be given the
last 14 days of the school year, as
well as end of course exams, given
when coursework is completed in
the tested subjects.
Results reported next fall will
be based on student achievement
scores from exams given during
the current, 2011-12 school year.
As the Unbridled Learning plan is
implemented in the future, other
components, such as program
reviews in areas arts and humaniƟes,
wriƟng and pracƟcal living, as well as
evaluaƟons of teachers and school
leaders will be factored into scores.
A school’s overall accountability
will range from a score of 0 – 100. In
following years, schools and districts
will have an annual goal to reach,
or Annual Measurable ObjecƟve, to
meet federal guidelines. To reach the
overall score, points will be awarded
based on how well a school performs
in three to five components, as
determined by their school level:
• School Achievement
percentages are based on student
performance on the state tests.
Student scores will be labeled
as novice, apprenƟce, proficient
or disƟnguished and schools will
receive points for proficient and
disƟnguished scores. Kentucky’s goal

is 100 percent proficiency or above
for all students.
• Gap compares the percentage
of proficient and disƟnguished
scores of African-American, Hispanic,
NaƟve American, special educaƟon,
low income, and limited English
proficiency students to other
students not in that category.
• Growth measures how
individual students improve from
one year to the next based on
staƟsƟcal growth of other students
in their peer group.
• College/Career Readiness is
added at the middle school level
and is based on 8th grade EXPLORE
scores. At the high school level,
the College/Career Readiness
Component is based on PLAN and

ACT scores or career cerƟficaƟon
tests.
• GraduaƟon Rate included at
the high school only, compares the
number of students who entered 9th
grade four years ago to how many
students graduate in May 2012.
Overall scores from Kentucky
schools and districts will be ranked.
Depending on where schools and
districts are in that order, they will
be classified into one of four main
categories:
DisƟnguished: 90th percenƟle and
above;
Proficient: 70th percenƟle and
above;
Progressing: schools/districts
meeƟng their annual measurable

objecƟve, but not proficient or
disƟnguished;
Needs Improvement: the remaining
districts. (No schools will be
classified as progressing in 2012, as
this is the first year to use the new
assessment system.)
Schools and districts are
not only labeled in to the four
main categories, they will also
be considered for recogniƟon or
consequences. RecogniƟon of
achievements will be awarded to the
state’s highest performing schools
with top overall scores, as well as to
schools showing the most progress.
Consequence categories will be used
to classify schools and districts not
meeƟng their goals. Similar to the
former No Child LeŌ Behind Law,
support systems are also in place
to assist schools and districts that
consistently do not meet their goals.
The new Unbridled Learning
system has provided schools
with more rigorous academic
standards and a plan for conƟnuous
improvement. The goal for the
enƟre Commonwealth of Kentucky
is to ensure students of our schools
graduate prepared for their future.
Thank you for your support of our
schools.

Summary by Leslie Peek, Bowling Green
Independent Schools; charts and graphs
by the Kentucky Department of EducaƟon.
AddiƟonal informaƟon about Unbridled
Learning is available on the program
website located at educaƟon.ky.gov.

